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or irrational despondency, and applied himself in the inter-
mission of his pains to seek for comfort in the duties of
religion.

While he lay in this state of misery he received an ac-
count of the promotion of two of his grandsons, and a ca-
talogue of the king of France's library, presented to him
by the command of the king himself, and expressed some
satisfaction on all these occasions; but soon diverted his
thoughts to the more important consideration of his eternal
state, into which he passed on the 31st of March,-1741, in
the seventy-third year of his age.

He was a man of moderate stature, of great strength,
and activity, which he preserved by temperate diet, with-
out medical exactness, and by allotting proportions of his
time to relaxation and amusement, not suffering his studies
to exhaust his strength, but relieving them by frequent
intermissions; a practice consistent with the most exem-
plary diligence, and which he that omits will find at
last, that time may be lost, like money, by unseasonable
avarice.

In his hours of relaxation he was gay, and sometimes
gave way so far to his temper, naturally satirical,, that he
drew upon himself the ill-will of those who had been un-
fortunately the subjects of his mirth; but enemies so pror
voked, he thought it beneath him to regard or to pacify;
for he was fiery, but not malicious, disdained dissimula-
tion, and in his gay or serious hours, preserved a settled
detestation of falsehood. So that he was an open and un-
disguised friend or enemy, entirely unacquainted with the
artifices of flatterers, but so judicious in the choice of
friends, and .so constant in his affection to them, that those
with whom he had contracted familiarity in his youth, had,
for the greatest part, his confidence in his old age.

His abilities, which would probably have enabled him to
have excelled in any kind of learning, were chiefly em-
ployed, as his station required, on polite literature, in
which he arrived at very uncommon knowledge; which,
however, appears rather from judicious compilations, than